APPENDIX VHI
LETTER FROM E. M. GORGES
pretoria,
August 19, 1913
DEAR MR. GANDHI,
Referring to our previous correspondence on the subject of the Immi-
grants Regulation Act, 1913, I beg to say that the points you raised have
been fully considered by the Minister, and at General Smuts' request I will
now indicate what view he takes of them.
L Your first point was that the descendants of indentured Indians would
not in future be able to enter the Cape Province by reason of the proviso to
Section 5 of the Act. General Smuts requests me to submit that this is an
entirely new point and one not raised by you when all the matters at issue
between the Indians and the Government were dealt with by you in your
correspondence with him in January and February, 1912. Your letter of
29th January to the Private Secretary and your telegram of 1st February refer-
red to the right of educated Indians to enter the Cape and Natal Provinces
from other parts of the Union on passing the education test provided in the
Immigration Laws of those Provinces, while your letter of 15th February, 1912,
contained a specific statement that passive resisters could have nothing to com-
plain of—"if the present legal position namely the ability of educated Asiatics
to enter Natal or the Cape from the Transvaal (and presumably from Natal
to'Cape and vice versa?} by passing the education tests provided by the respective
laws of the Provinces is retained."
I have only to refer you to paragraph 7 and 8 of Minister's Minute, 902
A. of 20th December, 1910, printed as enclosure No. 8 to the White Book
(Cd. 5579) to make it clear that the Union Government have all along regarded
it as impossible to allow Indians born in Natal to migrate freely to the Cape,
and until you raised the matter for the first time in your telegram of April
9th of this year to me the Minister was not aware that your community had
any views on the subject at all.
The rights of the educated Indian inhabitants of any Province to enter
the Cape and Natal by passing the education test prescribed in the recently
repealed immigration laws of those two Provinces are fully secured by sub-sec-
tion (2) of Section 4 of our new law and, as you yourself pointed out in your
last letter (2nd July) to me, most of the Colonial-born Indians in Natal have pass-
ed through the Government Indian Schools and possess sufficient knowledge
to undergo the Cape test. You also stated that it was a well-known fact that,
throughout the time the Cape Act was in force} hardly any South Africa-bom

